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upon shopkeepers and ghariwallas1 at that place?  Again His Lord-
ship says :
If we are to assume that this development means there is genuine desire
to bring about improvement, there must be a favourable atmosphere. In
other words, it will be generally agreed that truce must be an essential
preliminary to any possible conference. If responsible leaders of non-co-
operation now come forward with the definite assurance that this is the
correct interpretation, I should then say we were in sight of such a
change of circumstances as would justify Government in reconsidering
the position. But words must be backed by deeds. If I were satisfied
only that there was a general desire for the conference and that res-
ponsible non-co-operation leaders were prepared to take action, then I
should be prepared to recommend my Government to take steps in
consonance with the altered situation.
This is highly misleading.    If wherever the words "non-co-opera-
tion leaders" occur, the word "Government33 were put in and if
the whole of the statement came from a non-co-operator,, it would
represent the correct situation.   Non-co-operators have really to do
nothing, for they have precipitated nothing. They are over-cautious.
The disturbance in Bombay2 was allowed to override their keen
desire to take up aggressive civil disobedience but in the present
circumstances the phrase "civil disobedience" is really a misnomer.
What non-co-operators are doing today, I claim, every co-operator
would  do  tomorrow  under   similar   circumstances.   When   the
Government of India or the local Governments  attempt to make
our political existence or agitation, no matter how peaceful, an
utter impossibility, may we not resist such attempt by every lawful
means at our disposal?   I cannot imagine anything more lawful
or  more  natural  than   that  we  should   continue our volunteer
organizations purging them of every tendency to become violent
and continue also to hold public meetings taking the consequences
of such a step.    Is it not proof of the law-abiding instinct of hund-
reds of young men and old men that they have meekly, without
offering any defence and without complaining, accepted imprison-
ment for having dared to exercise their elementary rights in the
face of Government prosecution?   And so it is the Government
which is to prove its genuine desire for a conference and an   ulti-
mate settlement.    It is the Government which has  to arrest the
fatal course along which repression is taking it.    It is the Govern-
ment that is to prove to non-co-operators its bona fides before it can
1 Drivers of carriages
2 On November 17, 1921